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NOTICE 

U.S. 51 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING #5 

 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Illinois Department of Transportation will hold Public Information 
Meetings on July 19, 21, 26, 27, & 28, 2011.  The meeting times and locations are as follows: 
 
Ramsey      Sandoval 
Tuesday, July 19th – 6:00 to 8:00 PM   Thursday, July 21st – 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Ramsey High School – Multi-Purpose Room  Sandoval Village Hall 
716 W. Sixth Street     102 N. Cherry Street  
Ramsey, IL      Sandoval, IL 
 
Vernon-Patoka     Vandalia 
Tuesday, July 26th - 6:00 to 8:00 PM   Wednesday, July 27th – 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Patoka Civic Center     Mother of Dolors Parish Center 
210 W. Bond Street     705 W. St. Claire Street 
Patoka, IL      Vandalia, IL 
 
Centralia 
Thursday, July 28th – 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Centralia Recreation Complex 
115 E. Second Street 
Centralia, IL 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to present study updates on alignments being developed throughout the 
project corridor from the Shelby/Christian County line to the U.S. 51/IL 177 interchange (east of 
Irvington). At the May 2010 Public Information Meetings, the project team presented the preliminary 
alignments recommended to be carried forward for further study. Since the presentations in May 2010, 
the project team has refined the alignments, and identified the preliminary locations of interchanges, 
intersections and other access points.  The meeting will follow an open house format with opportunity to 
review the alignments. Staff will be available for discussion and questions.  Comments will be taken at 
the meeting, by mail, email, or fax.  Identical content will be presented at all the meetings. Information 
presented will be made available on the project website following the public meetings. Persons with 
disability requiring special accommodations should contact Mr. Gary Welton of the Illinois Department 
of Transportation (217-342-3951) to advise of planned attendance and needed accommodations. 
 

US 51 Webpage:  http://www.us51eis-IDOT.com 

Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-588

http://www.us51eis-idot.com/�


 
 

NOTICE 
U.S. 51 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING #5 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Illinois Department of Transportation will hold Public Information 
Meetings on July 19, 21, 26, 27, & 28, 2011.  The meeting times and locations are as follows: 
 
Ramsey      Sandoval 
Tuesday, July 19th – 6:00 to 8:00 PM   Thursday, July 21st – 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Ramsey High School – Multi-Purpose Room  Sandoval Village Hall 
716 W. Sixth Street     102 N. Cherry Street  
Ramsey, IL      Sandoval, IL 
 
Vernon-Patoka     Vandalia 
Tuesday, July 26th - 6:00 to 8:00 PM   Wednesday, July 27th – 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Patoka Civic Center     Mother of Dolors Parish Center 
210 W. Bond Street     705 W. St. Claire Street 
Patoka, IL      Vandalia, IL 
 
Centralia 
Thursday, July 28th – 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Centralia Recreation Complex 
115 E. Second Street 
Centralia, IL 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to present study updates on alignments being developed throughout the 
project corridor from the Shelby/Christian County line to the U.S. 51/IL 177 interchange (east of 
Irvington). At the May 2010 Public Information Meetings, the project team presented the preliminary 
alignments recommended to be carried forward for further study. Since the presentations in May 2010, 
the project team has refined the alignments, and identified the preliminary locations of interchanges, 
intersections and other access points.  The meeting will follow an open house format with opportunity to 
review the alignments. Staff will be available for discussion and questions.  Comments will be taken at 
the meeting, by mail, email, or fax.  Identical content will be presented at all the meetings; if you cannot 
make the meeting in your area, you may attend any of the other meetings. Information presented will be 
made available on the project website following the public meetings. Persons with disability requiring 
special accommodations should contact Mr. Gary Welton of the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(217-342-3951) to advise of planned attendance and needed accommodations. 
 
You are receiving this notice because your property lays within the vicinity of US 51 alternatives 
currently being considered. 
 
US 51 Webpage:  http://www.us51eis-IDOT.com 
Questions? Call Sherry Phillips @ 217.342.8244 
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Public Information 
Meeting #5

July 2011

Ramsey, Vandalia, Patoka, 
Sandoval, Centralia

US 51 Partners, A Joint Venture
Clark Dietz, Inc. and HDR 

Engineering, Inc.
125 West Church Street

Champaign, IL 61820
Phone: 217-373-8951

E-mail: US51EIS@clark-dietz.com

Sherry Phillips
IDOT Project Engineer

400 West Wabash
Effingham, IL 62401

Phone: 217-342-3951
E-mail: Sherry.Phillips@illinois.gov

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) 
welcomes you to the Public Information Meeting 
for the US 51 Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) project. The purpose of the meeting is 
to present the refined alignments, including 
locations of interchanges, intersections, and 
access points. You are invited to browse the 
exhibits on display and visit with personnel from 
IDOT and their consultants (the US 51 Partners) 
who are in attendance at today’s meeting.

The alignments presented tonight are still 
preliminary and will be studied in detail in the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), which will 
be available for review in the second half of 2012. 
The next series of Public Information Meetings 
will be held after the DEIS has been issued.

Your comments and opinions are an important 
part of the project and you are encouraged to 
provide them in writing today or soon after 
this meeting. Please take a comment form 
and provide comments on the alignments 
presented. Place the completed comment form 
in the comment box, or fax, email, or mail the 
completed form the address located on the sheet.

Project Information
Visit us on the Web!

www.us51eis-idot.com

Welcome!

Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-637



F
E
B

J
U
N

F
E
B

S
U
M
M
E
R

          V
A

N

D
A L I A

START

2009

2010
WINTER

Macro Analysis

DRAFT

Environmental

Impact 

Statement

FINAL

Environmental

Impact

Statement

2013

Public
Information

Meeting

JANUARY

Public
Information

Meeting

DECEMBER

Public
Information

Meeting

NOVEMBER

Public
Information

Meeting

SUMMER

Public
Hearing

FALL

Purpose and

Need

Alternatives

to Carry

Forward

Federal 

Approval

(Record of

Decision)

2007 FALL

Project Begins

SUMMER

Context,

Problem Statement

SUMMER

Screen/

Consolidate

Corridors

Alignment

Development

and Analysis

Public
Information

Meeting

MAY

2011
SPRING

Detailed 

Alignment

Development

Public
Information

Meeting

SUMMER

2008

2012

FALL

Brainstorming

Preliminary

Corridors

Alternatives

to Carry

Forward

Vandalia
Meeting

US 51 EIS Project Timeline

Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-638



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-639



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-640



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-641



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-642



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-643



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-644



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-645



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-646



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-647



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-648



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-649



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-650



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-651



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-652



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-653



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-654



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-655



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-656



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-657



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-658



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-659



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-660



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-661



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-662



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-663



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-664



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-665



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-666



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-667



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-668



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-669



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-670



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-671



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-672



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-673



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-674



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-675



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-676



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-677



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-678



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-679



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-680



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-681



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-682



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-683



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-684



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-685



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-686



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-687



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-688



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-689



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-690



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-691



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-692



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-693



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-694



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-695



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-696



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-697



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-698



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-699



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-700



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-701



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-702



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-703



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-704



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-705



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-706



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-707



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-708



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-709



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-710



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-711



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-712



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-713



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-714



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-715



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-716



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-717



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-718



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-719



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-720



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-721



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-722



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-723



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-724



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-725



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-726



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-727



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-728



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-729



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-730



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-731



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-732



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-733



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-734



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-735



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-736



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-737



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-738



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-739



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-740



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-741



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-742



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-743



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-744



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-745



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-746



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-747



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-748



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-749



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-750



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-751



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-752



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-753



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-754



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-755



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-756



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-757



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-758



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-759



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-760



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-761



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-762



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-763



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-764



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-765



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-766



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-767



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-768



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-769



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-770



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-771



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-772



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-773



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-774



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-775



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-776



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-777



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-778



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-779



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-780



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-781



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-782



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-783



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-784



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-785



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-786



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-787



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-788



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-789



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-790



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-791



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-792



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-793



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-794



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-795



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-796



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-797



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-798



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-799



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-800



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-801



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-802



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-803



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-804



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-805



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-806



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-807



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-808



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-809



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-810



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-811



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-812



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-813



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-814



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-815



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-816



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-817



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-818



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-819



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-820



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-821



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-822



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-823



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-824



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-825



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-826



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-827



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-828



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-829



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-830



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-831



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-832



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-833



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-834



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-835



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-836



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-837



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-838



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-839



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-840



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-841



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-842



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-843



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-844



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-845



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-846



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-847



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-848



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-849



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-850



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-851



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-852



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-853



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-854



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-855



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-856



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-857



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-858



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-859



Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-860



PLACE
POSTAGE 

HERE

PLACE
POSTAGE 

HERE

PLACE
POSTAGE 

HERE

PLACE
POSTAGE 

HERE

moved!We have

US 51 Partners, A Joint Venture
Clark Dietz, Inc. and HDR Engineering, Inc.
125 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820

US 51 Partners, A Joint Venture
Clark Dietz, Inc. and HDR Engineering, Inc.
125 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820

US 51 Partners, A Joint Venture
Clark Dietz, Inc. and HDR Engineering, Inc.
125 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820

US 51 Partners, A Joint Venture
Clark Dietz, Inc. and HDR Engineering, Inc.
125 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820

www.us51eis-idot.com

www.us51eis-idot.com

www.us51eis-idot.com

www.us51eis-idot.com

Volume IV - Part B

US 51 Draft EIS December 2013 4B-861



Thank you
Dear US 51 Stakeholder,

Thank you for your interest in the US 51 Environmental Impact Statement 
project. Your comment was received following the public meetings held in July 
2011. Since the meetings, the project team has been revisiting the alignments 
based upon public input. Specifically, access to east-west roads, commercial 
buildings, and residences has been revised at several locations.

A summary of the public comments and the project team response will be 
available on the project website, tentatively in November 2011. Upon completion, 
the revised alignments will be available for public review via the project website, 
tentatively in early 2012.

Project web address:  
www.us51eis-idot.com
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the revised alignments will be available for public review via the project website, 
tentatively in early 2012.

Project web address:  
www.us51eis-idot.com
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The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) held the fifth series of Public Information 
Meetings (PIM#5) on July 19, 21, 26, 27, and 28, 2011. This document addresses the frequently 
asked general questions received from the public following the meetings. The responses 
pertaining to the specific twelve interest areas as identified on the PIM#5 comment form and 
exhibits is also included.

Summary of general comments received after PIM#5 and project team responses:  

1. The new routes should be chosen where they affect the fewest number of houses, 
businesses and property to minimize the project cost. 

Response: The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires that impacts to both the 
human and natural environment be assessed for proposed Federal projects. This
requirement necessitates that potential impacts to homes, businesses, and properties be 
assessed, in addition to other resources.  The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and 
the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), through NEPA, require these resources be 
studied to determine the relative impacts of proposed alternatives 

Impacts to resources are avoided when feasible.  When impacts cannot be avoided, they 
must be minimized and mitigated.  The goal is not to avoid any one resource, but to 
minimize and balance the impacts to the community and environment. The preferred 
alternative is typically the alternative that results in the least environmental and community 
impacts among the alternatives considered.  

2. Widen around existing US 51 while minimizing the impacts in order to keep costs low. 

In maintaining connectivity and continuity as identified in the Purpose and Need Statement, 
it would not be possible to develop a free-flow condition (limited access, no mainline stop 
signs or signals) through the larger towns in the study area.  Alternatives through the towns 
that maintained free flow conditions were studied during the alternatives analysis but 
eliminated due to the high number of business displacements.  

3. The roadway will not “fit” within the physical location as indicated. 

At this time, detailed geometric analysis is being completed to assure that the proposed 
alignments can be accommodated and to determine the right-of-way limits required for each 
alternative.  This analysis will include the determination of needed slopes, retaining walls, 
grading, and other design items.   

4. Many of the farm fields are proposed to be divided.  Why isn’t farm access identified 
like the side street access? 

Preliminary design information is used to identify access issues and farm impacts.  This 
design information is currently being refined.  Access changes to agricultural properties will 
be identified in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), which will be available for 
public review in 2013.  Proposed agricultural access will also be presented for public review 
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at a Public Information Meeting (PIM) to be held in 2013.  Public input from the DEIS review 
and PIM may be used to refine the proposed access in the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS).

A period of time will pass between the completion of the EIS and the completion of roadway 
design plans.  Land owners, land uses, and access needs may change over time and may 
need to be revised during the design phase of the project, after the completion of the EIS.   

5. How can I get a copy of the maps you are using at the meetings? 

Click the Information tab, then the Documents tab on the project website to review exhibits 
shown at the public meetings.  

Summary of public comments pertaining to specific interest areas as defined on the 
PIM#5 comment form and project team responses:  

Interest Area 1: Proposed US Route 51 at Yard Rd/Greenview Road (Centralia) - Need to 
maintain access to US 51 via frontage road or only need access to Old US 51?

Public comments received indicate that providing direct access to Greenview Church Road/Yard 
Road is not necessary as long as an alternative method of access is provided.  Public input for a 
frontage road proposed from the Monsanto Plant north toward Greenview Church Road was not 
favored according to the majority of comments received.  An intersection improvement of 
Walden Road and CR 100 northeast of the proposed interchange is proposed to provide 
improved access to the Greenview Golf Club, the industrial park, Greenview Christian Church, 
and residences east and south of US 51.   

Interest Area 2: Proposed US Route 51 at 4th Street (Centralia) - US 51 bridge grade 
separation over 4th Street or does 4th Street need access to US 51?

4th Street carries local traffic, whereas IL 161 carries a mixture of local and non-local traffic; 
therefore, US 51 is proposed to be carried over 4th Street on an overpass bridge to maintain 
local traffic and emergency vehicle access on 4th Street.  No US 51 access is proposed at 4th

Street.  IL 161 is an arterial street designed to carry higher traffic volumes and to connect to 
roadway facilities designed to carry traffic for longer distances, such as US 51.  Direct access to 
US 51 will be provided at IL 161 and not 4th Street.  This direct access will be provided by an 
interchange. 

Interest Area 3: Proposed US Route 51 at College Road/Jolliff Bridge Road (Centralia) - At-
grade intersection at College Road or bridge grade separation over College Road?

Very few public comments were received for Interest Area 3.  To maintain the local use of 
College Road, US 51 will be carried over College Road on an overpass bridge.  No direct 
access to US 51 will be provided at College Road.  
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Interest Area 4: Proposed US Route 51 at Jolliff Bridge Road and Felton Road/CR 1050 - Re-
align roadways to go around US 51 or provide north/south connection across US 51?

Very few public comments were received for Interest Area 4.  A traffic count will be performed to 
determine the travel needs of the intersection. 

Interest Area 5: Proposed US Route 51 at Red Stripe Road - CSALT1 (Sandoval) - Is an 
intersection needed at Red Stripe Road?

Very few public comments were received for Interest Area 5.  Red Stripe Road is currently not a 
through route to the west, beyond the water treatment facility.  US 51 will be carried over Red 
Stripe Road via an overpass bridge to maintain access to the water treatment facility.  No US 51 
access from Red Stripe Road will be provided. 

Interest Area 6: Proposed US Route 51 at Pope Road and Range Road - CSALT1 (Sandoval) 
- Is an intersection needed at Pope Road and Range Road?

Public comments received for this interest area indicated that the Pope Road and Range Road 
intersection is used by a larger percentage of trucks, and the intersection needs to be 
maintained.  A traffic count will be performed to determine the travel needs of the intersection.  
The US 51 alignment and side road connectivity will be re-evaluated. 

Interest Area 7: Proposed US Route 51 at Lincoln Street (Patoka) - Lincoln Street access to 
be maintained as right-in/right-out or cul-de-sac?

Due to the low traffic volume using Lincoln Street, the intersection will proceed as a cul-de-sac 
as proposed.  Clinton Avenue directly south of Lincoln Street will remain a full access to US 51.  
Similarly, traffic can access US 51 from Oak Road, which is north of Lincoln Street. 

Interest Area 8: Proposed US Route 51 at Historic National Road (Vandalia) - Grade 
separation and single quadrant access or full interchange? Or no access at all?

Historic National Road, while not a high volume road, is an un-marked state route.  US 51 
access from the Historic National Road will be provided via a single quadrant access.  As 
development and traffic increases over time, the access can be upgraded.  

Interest Area 9: Proposed US Route 51 at IL 185 (V Alt 1 - West Bypass, Vandalia) - Grade 
separation and two quadrant access or full interchange? Or no access at all?

IL 185 is a state route.  IL 185 and US 51 will be grade separated, either by an interchange or 
by overpass bridge.  Access needs between US 51 and IL 185 will be evaluated to meet the 
traffic demands while minimizing impacts to properties. 

Interest Area 10: Proposed US Route 51 at IL 185 (V Alts 2 and 3, Vandalia) - Grade 
separation and single quadrant access or full interchange? Or no access at all? 
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IL 185 is a state route.  IL 185 and US 51 will be grade separated, either by an interchange or 
by overpass bridge.  Access needs between US 51 and IL 185 will be evaluated to meet the 
traffic demands while minimizing impacts to properties. 

Interest Area 11: US Route 51 west of Vandalia Correctional Center (Vandalia) - Widening to 
west impacts all businesses and residences west of existing US 51. 

Public comments received indicate opposition to the impacts of businesses and residences by 
widening to the west within Interest Area 11.  

Interest Area 12: US Route 51 at CH 14 (Oconee) - Access at Oconee

Public comments regarding Oconee access were nearly split, with a slight majority favoring the 
change in access.  The public also requested that CR 500N Road connect on both sides of the 
US 51 intersection.  The need for CR 500N to connect on the east of US 51 will be further 
evaluated.
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US 51 Project Update
Dear US 51 Stakeholder,

Since the last series of Public Information Meetings (PIMs) held in July 2011, 
the project team has been evaluating the remaining alternatives in the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). The DEIS is scheduled to be available 
for public review and comment in 2013. There will be another round of public 
involvement activities at that time.

You will be notified of upcoming meetings. Thank you for your continued interest 
in the US 51 study. Please visit the project website (www.us51eis-idot.com) for 
project updates.

Thank You, 
The US 51 Project Team
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