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NOTICE 
US 51 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 VANDALIA PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING  

 
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation will hold a Public Information Meeting 
on Tuesday, November 23, 2010 for the US 51 Environmental Impact Statement 
regarding potential US 51 alignments in Vandalia.  The meeting will be held at 
the Mother of Dolors Parish Center located at 705 West St. Clair Street in 
Vandalia from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to review the US 51 alignment considerations 
developed by the Vandalia Community Advisory Group.  The meeting will be 
conducted in an open house format with exhibits for review and project team 
personnel available to answer questions. Interested persons are encouraged to 
attend anytime between 3:00 PM and 7:00 PM.  Comments will be taken at the 
meeting or accepted by mail, email, or fax until December 10th, 2010. 
 
Information presented at the meeting will be made available on the project 
website (http://www.us51eis-IDOT.com) following the public meeting. Persons 
with disability requiring special accommodations should contact Gary Welton of 
the Illinois Department of Transportation (217-342-3951) to advise of needed 
accommodations. 
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Next Steps

VCAG 6 

Activities: 

• Discuss public comments received after the   
Public Information Meeting

• Discuss alignments to be carried forward to the   
NEPA/404 Meeting

NEPA/404 Meeting

Activities: 

• Present the VCAG alignment develop process

• Discuss public comments received after the Public
Information meeting

• Seek concurrence from the resource agencies on
alignments to be carried forward in Vandalia. These
alignments will be studied in detail in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).

Jan Feb
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VCAG 1

Agriculture Homeowners - Carlyle Road 

Airport Homeowners - City Limits

City Representatives Homeowners - Existing US 51

Correctional Center Homeowners - North Side

County Representatives Homeowners - Woodyard

Economic Development Local Business

Emergency Services Park District

Environmental Religious/Ministerial Alliance

Historic District School Board

Interest areas represented by VCAG members include:

Purpose:

Establish VCAG membership

Activities: 

Discuss diverse representation of interest areas

Review geographic representation

Establish roles and responsibilities of VCAG

Aug 11th
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VCAG 2

Purpose:

Develop new alignments

Activities: 

Brainstorm ideas for a “US 51 that best meets the needs
of Vandalia”

Draw ideas on aerial photographs

Discuss similar ideas in small groups

Small groups share ideas with larger group

Group agreement that all ideas for US 51 location were
represented

Examples of ideas from alignment development workshop

Aug 31st
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VCAG 3

Purpose:

Review of alternatives developed at VCAG 2

Activities: 

Presentation of engineering terms and concepts

Review of the 39 alignments developed during VCAG 2

Grouping of similar alignment ideas

Presentation of preliminary interchange geometry

Consensus on alignments to carry forward for
further refinement

Engineering terms and concepts were discussed

Sep 22nd
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US 51 EIS Vandalia Alternatives - Western
Brainstormed by CAG on August 31, 2010 /
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US 51 EIS Vandalia Alternatives - Parallel with I-70
Brainstormed by CAG on August 31, 2010 /
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US 51 EIS Vandalia Alternatives - Western
Brainstormed by CAG on August 31, 2010 /
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VCAG 4

Purpose:

Discuss geometry of refined alignments and interchanges

Activities: 

Review of the 12 remaining alignments

Detailed interchange geometry review

Consensus on alignments to carry forward for
environmental impact screening

Interchange geometry for each alignment was discussed

Oct 27th
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US 51 Vandalia 
Western Bypass Yellow /

")

C-D Road

Right-of-Way

Alignment

Existing US51

Legend
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US 51 EIS Vandalia Alternatives - Dual Marked with I-70
Brainstormed by CAG on August 31, 2010 /
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US 51 Vandalia 
Western Bypass Yellow /

")

C-D Road

Right-of-Way

Alignment

Existing US51

Legend
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US 51 Vandalia 
Dual Marked Green /

$+

$+

C-D Road

Right-of-Way

Alignment

Existing US51

Legend
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US 51 Vandalia 
Parallel Alignments /

")

Existing 51 Right-of-Way

Parallel Green Parallel Orange

Legend

Parallel Red
Parallel Yellow

C-D Road

Interchange

#*
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US 51 Vandalia 
Eastern Alignments /

!(

I̧
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!(

Interchange

Right-of-Way

EB Green Existing US51

Legend

EB Red

EB Purple

TT Orange

TT Yellow

TT Red

Eastern Bypass Through Town
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US 51 Vandalia 
Interchange 5 /Right-of-WayInterchange

Existing US51

Legend
Used for:
Through Town and 
Eastern Bypass!(
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VCAG 5

Purpose:

Display results of environmental screening

Activities: 

Presentation of environmental and community
resource considerations and regulations

Discussion of resource impacts of the 4 remaining
alignments and Vandalia S and U

Discussion of pros and cons for each alignment

Environmental and community resource impacts were evaluated including: 
wetlands, agricultural lands, homes, businesses and cemeteries. 

Nov 9th
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US51 Vandalia
Western Bypass Yellow
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US51 Vandalia
Dual Marked Green
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US51 Vandalia
Parallel Yellow
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US51 Vandalia
Eastern Bypass Green
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US51 Vandalia
VS
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US51 Vandalia
VU
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US51 Vandalia
Dual Marked Green
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Resource Impact Summary

Resource
Western 
Bypass 
Yellow

Dual 
Marked 
Green

Parallel 
Yellow

S U
Eastern 
Bypass 
Green

High Quality Wetlands
(acres)

9.9 17.6 19.7 15.0 11.6 19.4

Wetlands (acres) 59.5 28.1 22.4 36.6 27.7 53.4

Floodplain (acres) 55 123 95 89 66 241

Prime & Important
Farmland (acres)

524 403 530 455 450 262

Residences (number) 7 9 14 9 9 36

Businesses (number) 0 5 0 0 0 17
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Public Information Meeting 

Purpose:

Gather public input on alignments developed
with the VCAG

Activities: 

Browse exhibits

Provide input

Please fill out a comment sheet. 

Comment sheets must be returned by December 7, 2010, 
to become part of the public record.  

Thank You!

WE ARE HERE
Nov. 23rd 2010
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Welcome to the US 51 Environmental Impact Statement
Public Information Meeting – November 23, 2010

GENERAL PROJECT OVERVIEW

The US 51 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) project, which commenced in 2007, is being conducted by the
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT). The US 51 study corridor is approximately 70 miles in length and
extends from the Christian/Shelby County line (south of Pana) south to the CR 2150 N (east of Irvington). The study
area is located in the counties of Shelby, Christian, Fayette, Washington, Jefferson, Marion, and Clinton. The goal of
this EIS is obtain a Record of Decision (ROD) that identifies a Preferred Alternative for a transportation improvement
that will address identified transportation needs. The study is expected to conclude in 2013.

This project is using IDOT’s Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) approach to public involvement. CSS involves working
with stakeholders to develop roadways that fit into and reflect the project’s surroundings – its “context.” As part of
CSS, five Community Advisory Groups (CAGs) were formed for communities directly impacted by the US 51 project.
The CAG consists of stakeholders that represent the general public. Throughout this project the CAG members
participate in meetings that focus on the issues that most concern the community in relation to the US 51 project.

PROJECT HISTORY

The project team has met with each CAG at least eight times between March 2008 and February 2010. Input from
the CAG was used to develop the project’s problem statement, Purpose & Need, alternatives, and alternative
evaluation screening process. Numerous alternative alignments were developed by the CAG and criteria used to
evaluate the alignments were developed with CAG input. Through the course of the meetings, two alignments in
Vandalia, called Vandalia S (VS) and Vandalia U (VU), were selected by the CAG to be carried forward for further
review. These two alignments were presented at a series of Public Information Meetings held in May, 2010. The
project team then presented the alignments to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) at the June 9, 2010,
NEPA/404 merger meeting in Springfield, Illinois. The purpose of the meeting was to seek resource agency
concurrence on these alternatives to be carried forward for further evaluation in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS). The resource agencies granted concurrence to carry VS and VU forward into the DEIS.

Subsequent to the NEPA/404 merger meeting, the project team held several additional meetings with Vandalia
residents based upon public comments received. Through the course of several meetings held in July and August,
2010, the project team reorganized the Vandalia Community Advisory Group (VCAG) to expand representation in
the community. The reformed CAG revisited the steps of the corridor development and analysis process.

WHERE ARE WE NOW?

During a series of five meetings held between August and November, 2010, the VCAG developed and evaluated a
total of 39 alignments. As a result of the screening process, 35 of these alignments were eliminated by the VCAG,
leaving remaining four alignments. These four alignments, in addition to alignments VS and VU identified above, are
on display tonight for public review and comment. Public input will help IDOT determine which option(s) to present
at the February 2010 NEPA/404 merger meeting. At that time, the project team will seek agency concurrence to
study the alignment(s) in greater detail in the DEIS.

The CAG reorganization process was unique to Vandalia; all other alignments for areas outside of Vandalia are being
carried forward for further evaluation in the DEIS based upon FHWA concurrence at the June 9, 2010 NEPA/404
merger meeting identified above.
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US 51 Environmental Impact Statement
Vandalia Public Information Meeting November 23, 2010

Comment Form

This questionnaire is your opportunity to comment on specific issues prior to recommending alternatives for detailed
study. IDOT strongly encourages you to comment on project elements that you support as well as items on which you
might disagree. Please provide detail in your comments on issues you feel are pertinent to the IDOT study. Comments
must be received by December 7, 2010, to become part of the official public record. Please print neatly.

Name:

Address:

Please provide comments on the six remaining Vandalia alignments listed below:

1) Western Bypass Yellow:

2) Dual Marked Green:

3) Parallel Yellow:

4) VS:

5) VU:

COMMENT FORM CONTINUES ON REVERSE SIDE
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Clark Dietz, Inc.
Attn: Mr. Jerry Payonk, P.E.
125 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820

6) Eastern Bypass Green:

Other Comments:

Place

Stamp

Here

Fold Back Second 

Fold Back First 
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US 51 Environmental Impact Statement
V Vandalia Public Information Meeting November 23, 2010

Post Meeting Comment Form

Thank you for attending the November 23, 2010, US 51EIS Public Information Meeting.
To improve our meetings in the future, we are asking you to complete this brief
questionnaire and provide any other comments you may have.

When you have completed the questionnaire, please place it in the comment box at the
front table – or – fold, staple and mail this form to the addressee on the back side.
Other means of forwarding comments are as follows:

Website: http://www.us51eis idot.com/

E mail Address: us51eis@clark dietz.com

Phone: 217 373 8951

1. Did the location and time for the meeting make it convenient for you to
attend?

Yes No

2. Was the exhibit presentation and the meeting as a whole acceptable?

Yes No

3. Did you feel that the meeting fulfilled its stated purpose?

Yes No

4. What method is most convenient for you to receive project information?

Mail E Mail Other

Comments:
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Clark Dietz, Inc.
Attn: Jerry Payonk
125 West Church Street, Suite 100
Champaign, Illinois 61820

Place

Stamp

Here
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US 51 Environmental Impact Statement
Vandalia Public Information Meeting - November 23, 2010

Comment Form

This questionnaire is your opportunity to comment on specific issues prior to recommending alternatives for detailed

study. lOOTstrongly encouragesyou to comment on project elements that you support as well as items on which you

might disagree. Pleaseprovide detail in your comments on issuesyou feel are pertinent to the lOOTstudy. Comments
must be received by December 7, 2010, to become part of the official public record. Please print neatly.

Name: -r; t.&C-atJ k1 e...-

Address: /?A-z.. 79 L; nc;o 1VI C+,
/J;'~flt: iC/vl!? v} If-.. tbI oc)I

Please provide comments on the six remaining Vandalia alignments listed below:

1) Western Bypass Yellow:

It II

_____________ ~IM..lL..L{...<I!J'__'II'i<.......>-e.~-~I__ F"i:)'-",.---'--.1 YV\.<....L!'---'=-'e__ ~_"_1.CA""___'.v'"___LWl_~_lCl\6 at ±k a h
I

2)OuaIMarkedGreen: ~~1,~~~~_~~~a~~~~~~~~~I~\~~~e~~~~~_-=~~~~~~f;~~~r;~k1~_

V'c? L..L+e Tb t: -et2 5 +e Y'VI reQ U- <{ £

3) Parallel Yellow: ±-'--L~--'--e<-.L...-Y'-'r-..'"""__(_·_=C)::.......:..V'__'='e..=___LV\(l~tA"'_'__=c.."___'h'_"'_ _ _'l'_'"tE"""'_'"s<-5"=__.L..I.L.IA-"----'+'----'--Y"-"tA"-'--=5''--'--r'_t/_~_

+cc i/ J/V1 .5"

/
4)VS: ~~~-------------------------------

I

\

\
\

5)VU: ~------------------------------

/
/

rr============i=7f(/ «COMMENT FORM CONTINUES ON REVERSE SIDE ®.-oois Depa1ment
of li'ansportation
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Fold Back Second

..------------'-- ....•. .

. .

Place

Stamp

Here

Clark Dietz, Inc.

Attn: Mr. Jerry Payonk, P.E.

125 West Church Street

Champaign, IL 61820

Fold Back First

II' (? /6 +c:.- a..P-F 19.C( YO,5 VvJ LA? L tf)I) d Y ~

h61ue- Les'.5' n e: a+/t/c l'VV1';)OC- f- Ie?

Other Comments:

®Winois Department
of Tr'ansportation
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