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NOTICE 

U.S. 51 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING # 4 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Illinois Department of Transportation will hold Public 
Information Meeting's on May 5th, 6th & 11th.  The meeting times and locations are as follows: 
 
Wednesday, May 5th – 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Kaskaskia College – Vandalia Extension 
2310 West Fillmore 
Vandalia, IL 62471 
 
Thursday, May 6th – 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
America’s Best Value Inn – Bell Tower 
200 East Noleman Street 
Centralia, IL 62801 
 
Tuesday, May 11th - 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Patoka Civic Center 
210 West Bond Street 
Patoka, IL 62875 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to present study updates and the alignments recommended for 
further study around the communities of Ramsey, Vandalia, Vernon, Patoka, Sandoval, and the 
Centralia area. At the November 2009 Public Information Meetings, the project team presented 
the preliminary corridors recommended to be carried forward for further study. Since the 
presentations in November, additional environmental data has been received that influence the 
locations of corridors and their resulting alignments in the Centralia-Sandoval area, Vernon, and 
Vandalia.  A formal presentation (identical content at all three locations) starting shortly after six 
o’clock will be followed by an open house to review project exhibits and provide an opportunity 
for discussion and questions.  Comments will be taken at the meeting, by mail, email, or fax until 
May 20th, 2010.  Information presented at the meeting will be made available on the project 
website following the public meetings. Persons with disability requiring special accommodations 
should contact Mr. Gary Welton of the Illinois Department of Transportation (217-342-3951) to 
advise of planned attendance and needed accommodations. 
 

US 51 Webpage:  http://www.us51eis-IDOT.com 
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Public Information Meetings
Vandalia, Centralia, Patoka
May 5, 6, & 11, 2010

 Introductions
 Alternative Development and Analysis
 Next Steps
 Review of Exhibits
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Website:

E-Mail:

Comment Line:

www.us51eis-idot.com

us51eis@clark-dietz.com

217.373.8951
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Comment Form
Alternative Review Public Meetings

May 5th, 6th & 11th

This questionnaire is your opportunity to comment on specific issues prior to recommending alternatives for detailed
study. IDOT strongly encourages you to comment on project elements that you support as well as items on which you
might disagree. Please provide detail in your comments on issues you feel are pertinent to the US 51 study.

Name:

Address:

What elements of the US 51 EIS are the most important to you?
Natural Environment
Cultural Sites
Agricultural Land

Commercial Business Impacts
Residential Impacts
Other

Please provide comments on the information presented this evening:

Please check here if additional comments are 
listed on reverse side.

Please indicate which meeting you attended:

May 5 – Vandalia
May 6 – Centralia
May 11 Patoka
Did not attend any meeting. I received
information from the website.
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Clark Dietz, Inc.
Attn: Mr. Jerry Payonk, P.E.
125 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820

Comments:

Fold Back Second 

Fold Back First 
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US 51 EIS   Telephone Response Record for PIM #4 Comments   

 

Commenter: Elizabeth Dolly; May, 2010; PIM#4 comment form and letter addressed to Mr. Jerry 
Payonk 

Comment:   

Dear Mr. Payonk, 

Attached is a letter I sent to you in Nov. 2009 in response to your requesting the public’s input on the 
proposed Rt. 52 expansion in and around Vandalia. 

I cannot say it any better now than I did then – I think the route is SO WRONG. I sincerely implore you to 
read and consider my original thoughts on the matter. Please try to place yourself and your family in my 
(our) position. 

Maybe all concerned need to sit back and realize that just perhaps the reason there are so many 
obstacles to the route is because that is God’s way of saying “THIS IS NOT RIGHT.” 

I still fail to realize why it is not possible to go just north or south of Vera, north of Vandalia Lake through 
JUST FARMLAND and loop around near the west interchange. 

This is in response to the proposed Route 51 expansion in the Vandalia area.  We DID NOT attend any of 
the scheduled information meetings because we HAD ABSOLUTELY NO INCLINATION that this 
expansion could ever IN ANY WAY affect us in our neighborhood.  We knew nothing of the proposed 
route until we saw a map in the November 26 edition of the Vandalia Leader newspaper. 

It was ABSOLUTE HORROR to discover that the proposed route goes right through our subdivision’s 
backyard.  We live in Deerwood Estates, situated just outside the city limits, off of Zent Drive between 
Route 185 and Route 51, west of the old railroad and John Crane, Inc. (Van Seal).  We have lived here 
for 17 years and thoroughly enjoyed the semi-rural atmosphere of sun, sky, trees, rolling hills and fields, 
deer, coyotes, birds, QUIET, dark starry moonlit nights and great neighbors.   

Our subdivision has been here for over 30 years and has approximately 40 homes.  Having Route 51 
take this route in our backyards is an absolute travesty and would forever ruin the integrity of our whole 
neighborhood.  Upon the publication of the aforementioned map in the paper, I suspect the value of all 
our homes and properties decreased immediately, yet I sincerely doubt that our rather high property taxes 
will take the same decline.   

I (we) fail to understand why we have to be the only area to be so severely affected – why not go  either 
north f south of Vera and proceed north of Vandalia Lake, where all that is there is open  fields????  
Seem like it could still loop around to the west interchange area just as easily.  And as far as any home 
situated right along 51 – we purposely didn’t consider ever buying a home there because we always 
thought that when you buy right on a highway you run the risk of that same highway perhaps widening 
someday in the future, as they often do.  There was absolutely NO REASON for any of us out here to 
even remotely consider – before buying a home – that well, maybe we better not, because may be 
someday in the future 51 will have 4 lanes come right though our backyard!!!I 
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US 51 EIS   Telephone Response Record for PIM #4 Comments   

 

I now cannot pass by my kitchen window or go on my deck or in my backyard without feeling sick and 
disgusted, for I already see and hear cars, trucks and semis.  This is a letter I never imagined I would 
have to write, but I simply felt compelled to do so.  PLEASE try to put yourself in our place and think of 
what it would [be] like to have found a home you loved, in an area you love, live there for 17 years, want 
to pass it on to your children and grandchildren, and now having this come to your mind upon awaking 
every day!! 

Not only does this affect our neighborhood, but there is a brand new subdivision being developed  as we 
speak, just slightly north of us about 3 blocks as the crow flies, East View, already with roads and new 
home construction.  I can only begin to imagine what the owners of the homes being built there must be 
feeling – where they expected to have sweeping views of hills and wildlife and open expanse and QUIET 
they eventually will have 4 lanes of concrete and noise pollution and headlights at night.  

Another area of concern is how all this “land change” will affect our water supply.  We all happen  to have 
shallow wells for our water supply, fed by NUMEROUS close-to-surface springs.  What’s  going to happen 
with that? 

I know and realize that this expansion is years down the line, but someone has to speak up and try to 
protect what we all have worked so hard for – the right to enjoy our homes and yards and neighborhood, 
that will be so severely compromised and forever changed should this route ever  come to pass as is 
currently planned.  I sincerely feel that we have been “sold out” by those in charge of this and yet all of us 
out here must continue to pay our taxes to support our schools, college, parks, library, etc.  It is simply 
NOT FAIR!! And, yes, life is not always fair, BUT in this instance there are certainly other possibilities to 
be considered.  

It is my heartfelt plea that you will entertain other possibilities, and it to, then I will pray that I don’t like 
long enough to see this come to fruition.   

Response:   

IDOT responded to Ms. Dolly on May 20, 2010, via telephone.  IDOT informed Ms. Dolly that a meeting 
will be scheduled for the first week of June 2010 to answer questions regarding the proposed alignments.  
Ms. Dolly also received a letter in the mail regarding the exact time and location for the June meeting. 
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US 51 EIS   Telephone Response Record for PIM #4 Comments   

 

Commenter: Ron Dolly; May 19, 2010; Voicemail 

Comment:  

Yes, I’m calling in on the Highway 51 impact. I’m calling in with some questions, it’s been three hours, 
nobody’s bothered to call me back. I live at 2407 Linda Avenue. My number is 618.283.4505. I don’t 
understand why you’re doing this to this community. I want to have my influence. I would appreciate if 
somebody would call. My number is 283.4505. Thank you. 

Response: 
 
IDOT responded to Mr. Dolly on May 20, 2010, via telephone.  IDOT informed Mr. Dolly that a meeting 
will be scheduled for the first week of June 2010 to answer questions regarding the proposed alignments.  
Mr. Dolly also received a letter in the mail regarding the exact time and location for the June meeting. 
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US 51 EIS   Telephone Response Record for PIM #4 Comments   

 

Commenter: Ron Dolly; May 19, 2010; Voicemail 

Comment:  

Yes I’m calling about the Highway 51 impact deal. It’s going right through my yard. I don’t understand why 
this hasn’t been stopped. My number is 618.283.4505. What’s up with this? Do you just destroy people’s 
property? I’ve been living here for 30 years. There’s got to be something you can do other than this. I’ve 
called 2, 3 times, I’ve had no reply. I think this is very disrespectful. I don’t understand. I mean if you want 
to buy my property, buy it, but don’t destroy it and all its wealth. I think I deserve better than this. You’ll be 
owing everybody in this neighborhood an answer and the way I understand it, tomorrow’s the deadline. I 
think you need to get on the phone right through the neighborhood and do a hell of a lot of explaining. 
Thank you. Goodbye. 

Response: 
 
IDOT responded to Mr. Dolly on May 20, 2010, via telephone.  IDOT informed Mr. Dolly that a meeting 
will be scheduled for the first week of June 2010 to answer questions regarding the proposed alignments.  
Mr. Dolly also received a letter in the mail regarding the exact time and location for the June meeting. 
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US 51 EIS   Telephone Response Record for PIM #4 Comments   

 

Commenter: Ron Dolly; May 19, 2010; Voicemail 

Comment:  

Yes, my name is Ron Dolly, I live at 2407 Linda Avenue. I’m strongly opposed to Route 51 coming 
through my backyard. If you could please give me a call, my number is 618.283.4505. I’ve lived at this 
residence for 30 years, been in business for 25 years. I can’t believe you’re doing that to the people that 
live in this community. Give me a call. Thank you. Goodbye. 

Response: 
 
IDOT responded to Mr. Dolly on May 20, 2010, via telephone.  IDOT informed Mr. Dolly that a meeting 
will be scheduled for the first week of June 2010 to answer questions regarding the proposed alignments.  
Mr. Dolly also received a letter in the mail regarding the exact time and location for the June meeting. 
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US 51 EIS   Telephone Response Record for PIM #4 Comments   

 

Commenter: Ron Dolly; May 19, 2010; Voicemail 

Comment:  

Yes, my name is Ron Dolly, I called there earlier and I received your letter today that you’re wanting to 
build a highway through my subdivision, my backyard or whatever. And I got to thinking and I think the  
proper thing for you to do is offer to buy me out at a fair market value plus 30 years of memories or 
whatever, but you probably should, before you build a highway, pay off the bills you owe the state of 
Illinois to begin with. But I am ready to negotiate whatever you think is a fair settlement for my property. 
This is ridiculous for you to go through people’s house, through their yards and stuff. Where you come up 
with this idea, I would like to know. We have enough highways in Illinois the way it is, but I would like to 
hear your comment, which I doubt that I will. Thanks for at least leaving me a number to call on my nickel. 
Thank you. Goodbye. 

Response: 
 
IDOT responded to Mr. Dolly on May 20, 2010, via telephone.  IDOT informed Mr. Dolly that a meeting 
will be scheduled for the first week of June 2010 to answer questions regarding the proposed alignments.  
Mr. Dolly also received a letter in the mail regarding the exact time and location for the June meeting. 
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Commenter: Ron Dolly; May 19, 2010; Voicemail 

Comment:  

I have been trying to get a hold of somebody all day. My name is Ron Dolly. I live at 2407 Linda Avenue. I 
received a letter that you guys are wanting to build a highway through my subdivision. I’ve lived here 30 
years, I see no point of it. It would hurt my property values, if you want to buy my property, that’s fine. I’ll 
sell it you, because it won’t be worth anything tomorrow. I’ll sell it to you at the price today plus 30 years 
of memories. Please give me a call and let know me know why you want to do this. Thank you. Goodbye. 
My number is 283.4505. Thank you. Goodbye. 

Response: 
 
IDOT responded to Mr. Dolly on May 20, 2010, via telephone.  IDOT informed Mr. Dolly that a meeting 
will be scheduled for the first week of June 2010 to answer questions regarding the proposed alignments.  
Mr. Dolly also received a letter in the mail regarding the exact time and location for the June meeting. 
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Commenter: Bill Oger; May, 2010; Voicemail 

Comment:  

Yes, I was calling about that Route 51 going through Vandalia, Illinois and I can’t see why they can’t 
come across the state Vandalia prison center ground, they own 1100 acres there. Just head to the east 
side of Vandalia and hook right on to 51. I know there’s a lot of low ground, but it’ll be a lot cheaper than 
going through all these other routes and heading towards the new Wal-Mart. If you want to let me know, 
my name is Bill Oger, I live in Vandalia and my number is 618.283.2390. *repeats number* Thank you. 
Bye. 

Response: 
 
Thank you for your comments. Several US 51 alignments were studied in the Vandalia area, including 
one eastern bypass of Vandalia. The eastern bypass studied did not utilize the state correctional facility 
land as you suggest, but rather aligned on US 51 and shifted east onto new alignment south of the 
correctional facility. This alternative was initially studied, but ultimately dismissed from further 
consideration due to floodplain impacts from the Kaskaskia River floodplain. 

The alignments carried forward will be refined during the next stage of analysis, the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS).  Impacts will be minimized where reasonable and feasible.  However, it is not 
feasible to avoid all impacts. The project team met with the north Vandalia residents on June 3, 2010, to 
listen to and address their concerns regarding this project.  We intend to form a focus group with 
representatives of the north side residents and meet on an as-needed basis to address concerns as well 
as obtain their input.   
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Commenter: Todd Shulman; May 20, 2010; Voicemail 

Comment:  

I just have a comment about where the road’s going to go through in Vandalia. I think it’s where you have 
it mapped doesn’t make a whole lot of sense—too close to the town. Maybe it needs to come out to the 
west a little bit quicker. I’d appreciate someone calling. Thank you. 

Phone: 618.267.5750 

Response: 
 
IDOT responded to Mr. Shulman on May 20, 2010, via telephone.  IDOT informed Mr. Shulman that a 
meeting will be scheduled for the first week of June 2010 to answer questions regarding the proposed 
alignments.  Mr. Shulman also received a letter in the mail regarding the exact time and location for the 
June meeting. 
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Commenter: Tom McCarty; May 20, 2010; Voicemail 

Comment:  

I was just calling to make a comment regarding the path of the Route 51 expansion, particularly on the 
north side of Vandalia. My concern is when it turns west, it is turning west too close to some housing 
developments on Linda Avenue. I would prefer the more southern pass. There’s two options—one’s a 
southern and one’s a northern. I would prefer the pass that is closest to Interstate 70 and I guess I would 
even question (and I know it’s been looked at), but to question why you’re not simply using Interstate 70 
to make the swing west. But anyway, my preference would be the pass that is closest to Interstate 70.  

Phone: 618.283.4191 
 618.283.4200 
 
Response: 
 
IDOT responded to Mr. McCarty on May 20, 2010, via telephone.  IDOT informed Mr. McCarty that a 
meeting will be scheduled for the first week of June 2010 to answer questions regarding the proposed 
alignments.  Mr. McCarty also received a letter in the mail regarding the exact time and location for the 
June meeting. 
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Commenter: Willie Strobel; May 20, 2010; Voicemail 

Comment:  

I lived in Portstail Estate on Frances Avenue and I’ve been informed that this Interstate may come right 
through our neighborhood and that’s very shocking and upsetting to think that this area here is one of the 
most peaceful neighborhoods that I could ever live in. And to think all the noise and traffic, if my home 
isn’t destroyed. We’ve lived here 40 years and we’ve raised three boys here and the Saddle club is 
behind my house (I have a field and then the Saddle club behind my house) and I really, really am 
shocked and would be so upset. I’m a widow and all the kids come home at various times and well I’m 
against it, that’s what I am. You have my opinion. I so hope and pray it doesn’t come through here. Thank 
you. 

Phone: 618.283.0030 
Address: 2021 Frances Avenue 
 
Response: 
 
IDOT responded to Mr. Strobel on May 20, 2010, via telephone.  IDOT informed Mr. Strobel that a 
meeting will be scheduled for the first week of June 2010 to answer questions regarding the proposed 
alignments.  Mr. Strobel also received a letter in the mail regarding the exact time and location for the 
June meeting. 
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Commenter: Deb Miller; May 20, 2010; Voicemail 

Comment:  

I’m from Vandalia, Illinois. I’m calling about the 51 Route and I’m concerned about the area that is going 
to be affecting my community. Also concerned about bypassing the downtown area so much; we’ve 
worked hard to get it up and improving it and this is not going to help out any to get traffic through that 
way. My phone number is. Thank you. 

Phone: 618.283.0925 

Response: 
 
IDOT responded to Ms. Miller on May 20, 2010, via telephone.  IDOT informed Ms. Miller that a meeting 
will be scheduled for the first week of June 2010 to answer questions regarding the proposed alignments.  
Ms. Miller also received a letter in the mail regarding the exact time and location for the June meeting. 
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Commenter: Christi Cheffer; May 20, 2010; Voicemail 

Comment:  

Yes, I’m calling in regards to the Vandalia bypass site. A couple of concerns—wondering why we chose 
the bypass labeled “U” as that wasn’t on the original brainstorms. Also, both U and S, whether they cut 
through or don’t go through high quality wetlands, are going to negatively affect those wetlands, 
considering how close they are, whereas, if 51 runs basically to the east of where it is, these high quality 
wetlands would not be as badly, negatively influenced. Also my number is 618.292.0283. Thank you. 

Response: 
 
IDOT attemped to respond to Ms. Cheffer on May 20, 2010, via telephone.  IDOT was unable to reach 
Ms. Cheffer. IDOT’s response is below.  
   
In this area of Vandalia, Alternatives S and U will be carried forward for further analysis in the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). The alignments carried forward will be refined during the next 
stage of analysis, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).   
 
Executive Order 11990 (Protection of Wetlands) requires federal agencies to avoid to the  extent possible 
the long and short-term adverse impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of wetlands, 
and avoid direct and indirect impacts whenever there is a practicable alternative.  While all wetlands 
impacts cannot be avoided, alignments were developed to minimize wetland impacts to the greatest 
extent practicable. Impacts will be minimized where reasonable and feasible.  However, it is not feasible 
to avoid all impacts.  
 
The project team met with the north Vandalia residents on June 3, 2010, to listen to and address their 
concerns regarding this project.  We intend to form a focus group with representatives of the north side 
residents and meet on an as-needed basis to address concerns as well as obtain their input.   
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Commenter: Kevin and Cathy Kern; May 20, 2010; Voicemail 

Comment:  

Yes, this is the Kevin and Cathy Kern residence and we live at 2006 Frances Avenue in Vandalia and we 
are not happy about the route 51 bypass that could be running through our neighborhood and we wanted 
to let you know that and our number is 618.283.0472. Thank you. 

Response: 
 
IDOT responded to Ms. Kern on May 20, 2010, via telephone.  IDOT informed Ms. Kern that a meeting 
will be scheduled for the first week of June 2010 to answer questions regarding the proposed alignments.  
Ms. Kern also received a letter in the mail regarding the exact time and location for the June meeting. 
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Commenter: Don Dolly; May 20, 2010; Voicemail 

Comment:  

Yes, my name is Don Dolly, D-O-L-L-Y. Would you please call me concerning the 51 expansion? I live in 
Vandalia, Illinois. That number is 618.283.2953. Thanks a lot. Bye. 

Response: 
 
IDOT responded to the Dolly residence on May 20, 2010, via telephone.  IDOT informed the Dolly’s that a 
meeting will be scheduled for the first week of June 2010 to answer questions regarding the proposed 
alignments.  The Dolly residence also received a letter in the mail regarding the exact time and location 
for the June meeting. 
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